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Modem mania 


accepted the bag with the foreboding 
electronic components in it, and I left 
for home. 


by Chuck Newton, NWAP member 


“Why don’t you get a modem and try the Bulletin 
Boards?” I had heard this question many times 
and in many forms from members of our Users 
Group. I could visualize a bulletin board like I 
had seen in my years in the service, and it really 
didn’t make sense why I had to get a modem to 
see one of those. Also, the thought of going 
through the process of connecting my computer 
to a telephone brought on twinges of sheer terror. 
I had considered myself lucky to use my 
computer on a daily basis without losing the 
“white smoke” that allegedly resides therein. 
However, I was fast running out of excuses. 

One day, after a meeting of some group mem¬ 
bers, I was offered the use of a modem, “to see 
how I liked telecommunications” (that’s a BIG 
word!). I fumbled for a fast reason why I 
wouldn’t be able to participate in such a grand 
experiment, and alas, none was forthcoming! 

The “Sysop” (system operator) of a local board 
on-the-spot assigned me a password and account 
number. Realizing that my excuses had run out 
and that I was trapped, with trembling hands I 


Upon arrival, I went over the instruc¬ 
tions given me, hooked up the beast in 
the manner prescribed, booted my UGS, and 
waited for things to happen. And I waited, and 
then waited some more. Finally, realizing that 
somethin’ was wrong I called the Sysop. Our 
discussion revealed that something apparently 
was wrong with the modem (an older 300 model). 
With a sigh of relief, I told him how “disap¬ 
pointed” I was, and I guessed that I would have to 
forego the experience. Little did I know how 
wrong I was! 

A couple of days later another member of the 
group sent a message to me to come by the house 
and pick up a loaner modem and to give it a try. 
Controlling the fear clutching at me, I followed 
the instructions and once again found myself 
connecting a modem to the DGS. Curiously, this 
time it all seemed to go quite easily and rapidly. 
Soon I found myself booting the computer and 
following the software instructions for dialing the 
board. Miraculously, a message appeared on the 
screen asking for my password. I typed it in, hit 
return, and then waited. Almost immediately, 

Continued on page 10 
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Between meetings, meet 
your friends on these bulletin 
boards (24 hours): 

• NWAP / Unicorn 472-9331 

• Bit Bucket 565-1424 

• Total Access 472-9884 

• Tacoma MAC 752-6737 

• Gopher hole 584-3320 


For more information 
about NWAP activities or 
events, call (voices): 

Bob 582-2726 

Murray 584-6524 
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Apple Ilgs SIG 

by Dave Goforth 


January GS meeting was one of our most 
productive yet. We had only one computer 
set up for demonstrations but those that 
attended learned alot. One of the major topics 
of discussion was software copy protection. 
Did you know that you have a legal right to 
backup and even modify your commercially 
purchased programs for your own use? There 
is a local magazine publisher called Computist 
that publishes instructions on how to make 
copies of these programs for your own use. 

Much of the information is somewhat 
technical in nature and beyond the average 
user’s “Load & Go” techniques. The 
magazine however also contains numerous 
other articles such as undocumented features 
in many programs, how to alter programs to 
suit your needs, and reviews of new software 
on the market. This is not intended to be a 
ploy to get everyone out there to subscribe to 
this magazine & they did not pay for this 
advertising, but to let you know that it IS 


legal and recommended to make backups of 
your software, especially when used in a 
teching invironment where it may be used by 
several people or children (the possibility of 
damaged software increases proportionally to 
the number of individuals handling it). 

So you don’t know how to copy and modify 
your software? You’ve never used a sector 
editor? You’re stuck with using the original 
5.25 or 3.5 even if you own a hard drive? No 
longer! I have been subscribing to Computist 
for several years and have all of the back 
issues. For a minimal fee, (S2.00 and a blank 
disk or $3.00 if I supply the disk) I will back 
up your software for you. This money will 
then be divided as follows: $1.00 to NWAP 
for the service provided & $1.00 to Computist 
for the use of their copy protection removal 
scheme. Now the real good news, in most 
cases (90%) the backup disk can now be 
copied, catalogud, modified, installed on a 
hard drive, etc. You will not have to reboot 
every time before & after using it. 


Macintosh SIG 

by Cindy Anderson 


Macintosh Sig will met at 
5:00pm the second Sunday of 
February, before the general 
meeting. Many have expressed 
the need to met as a group 
separate from the general 
meeting to get to know our ma¬ 
chines better. Please come and 


bring you machines if you are 
having problems with some¬ 
thing on you machine. We will 
have someone who can walk 
you through the steps to get you 
on you way back to computing 
or proceed forward in a new a 
exciting direction. See you 
there. 


GecopoterA person who has a deep interest in computers. 


The 

Northwest 
Apple Pickers 


NWAP is an Apple user group which meets the 
second Sunday of every month at Lakewood 
Library, at 7:00 p.m. The library is located at 
6300 Wildaire Rd. in Lakewood. Annual dues 
are $25 for an individual or family. Send inquir¬ 
ies to Northwest Apple Pickers, P.O. Box 
98808, Tacoma, WA 98498-0808. 


President 
Vice President 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
Publicity & Media 
Software Librarian 
Hard copy Librarian 
Member-at-Large 
Newletter Editor 
Committee 


Robert W. Brown 
Doug Attig 
Murray Lieberman 
Opal Huston 
Jim McMullin 
Jim Wellman 
(Your name here) 
Chuck Newton 
Scot Herring 
Edith Geske 
Dennis Keeton 
Susie Meador 


Special Interest Group Chairpersons 


AppleWorks 
Apple II 
Apple IIGS 
Assembly 
C Programming 
Education 
Games 
Macintosh 
Telecommunications 


Kent Hayden 
Jim Blankenship 
Dave Goforth 
Doug Attig 
Scot Herring 
Francine Marsh 
Dan & Daniel Marsh 
Cindy Anderson 
Susie Meador 


Directors 

Cindy Anderson Doug Attig 

Robert W. Brown Kent Hayden 

Opal Huston Murray Lieberman 

Dave Shaw 


User groups of the Apple User Group Connec¬ 
tion may freely reprint any article from the 
Northwest Apple Pickers’ newsletter without 
prior approval provided 1) proper credit is 
given, 2) two complete copies (for our records 
and for the author) of the publication are sent to 
the above address. 

Articles printed in this newsletter are available 
in PageMaker (for the Macintosh) or ASCII text 
(for the Macintosh or Prodos for the Apple II) 
format. In order to obtain a copy of an article, 
please send a request along with a S ASE and a 
blank disk to the above address. 

Northwest Apple Pickers members may place 
personal classified ads at no cost when there is 
room available in the newsletter. Personal ads 
will be run at the discretion of the directors. 

In this issue, trademarked names are used. 
Rather than put a trademark symbol in every 
occurrance of the name, we state that we are 
using the names only in an editorial fashion, and 
to the benefit of the trademark owner, with no 
intention to infringe on the trademark. 















Apple II - 
disk of the month 


FAZ II: File Attribute Zapper Version 2.3. This is the newest version of 
a really good utility program designed to help you change any file’s 
attributes! 


Get yours at the 
general meeting for 

only $3 ($5 non¬ 
members) 


SHLPD: This is an Apple PD program designed to read in Cl$ graphics 
and allows you to view them! Really a must if you have always wanted 
to see those graphics that were in the GS realm only! 

CROSSWORD: This was written by the same author that brought you 
Wordsearch Generator 3.01. It won’t make you an author for the New 
York Times but it is really good! 


On side two is the last installment of SOLAR. This is a bootable disk 
from the General Motors Corporation that has the famous SUNRAYCER 
project on it. This disk gives you the opportunity to build and run your 
own SUNRAYCER. 


Mac - disk of the month 

Scroll2 - Puts double scroll arrows like those on the Mac window to the right. 
Read the documentation for instruction on installing. You will need to start-up 
from another disk from which you wish to install. “Scroll2” needs to 

be on the same disk as the “Installer.” 
SuperClock3.8 - A newer version than from two months ago. Just place the file 
“SuperClock 3.8” in the system folder and reboot. Read the documentation. 

Gravitation 4.0 / - A Gravitation / solar system simulation 
program. Read the review on page 5. 
Public folder - This will let you transfer files between two Macs over appletalk 
(very fast). Just place the file “Public Folder” in the system folder 
and reboot. Read the documentation. 
Hitchhiker sound - More soundmaster sounds. Just place this folder in your 
system folder and run “Soundmaster” in the control panel. 
SCSI Evalutor 1.00 - Shows how fast your hard drive can access, read and 
write along with many other options. Use carefully, will not destory 
your disk but you do need to follow instructions. 
Set Clock - Set your Mac clock to an atomic clock within one second. No 
charge except for the long distance phone call, about 20 seconds. 
Fast Formatter™ 3.0 - Good for formatting a stack of disk, fast. Just place 

in the system folder and reboot. 
P Key - Only to be used when your Mac “locks up.” Just press command- 
control-reset (the key with the triangle). Just place in the system 

folder and reboot. 

IsoBounce 2.2a - A three-dimensional pong-like game. 

REVERSi - A “Go” type game. 

Space Invaders - Need I say more. 
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yours at the general meeting 

for only $5 ($7.50 non-members). 


Apple Ilgs - 
disk of the month 

Get yours at the 
general meeting for 

only $5 ($7.50 non¬ 
members) 
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NWAP logo contest 


1 



j Grand prize - One year NWAP membership j 

| 2nd prize - One disk of the month 3rd prize - One disk of the month | 
j 4th prize - One disk of the month 5th prize - One disk of the month 

I Return this form (or copy) and disk (if done on 
| a computer), and return to: NWAP, P. O. Box 
98808 Tacoma, WA 98498-0808 
All entries to be postmarked by Feb. 19th, 

I 1990. Non-member entrys welcome. One 
j winner per membership. 
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The top 5 finalist will be presented in the 
March newsletter, the membership will vote | 
for the winning logo at the March general i 
meeting. Looking forward to your ideas. 
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NORTHWEST PROPERTIES, INC. 

CHUCK MEADOR 

Associate Broker 
Office: 584-3633 
Home: 588-2387 

P.O. BOX 98045 • 9527 BRIDGEPORT WAY, SW • TACOMA, WA 98498-0045 

Each office independently owned and operated ERA® REAL ESTATE 


Bits from 
the Bucket 

I have a problem that only you can solve: I 
just don’t really know what public domain 
software you want! Please fill out this sheet 
and either drop off at the next meeting, e-mail 
it to the bucket, or mail it to this address: 

Jim Wellman, P O Box 98450, Tacoma, WA 
98498-0450 

Thank you for your help. 

Name (optional) 


Computer Type: 


Configuration: 


I use my computer for: 


I would like to have this type of software: 


Hobbies: 


Special interest: 


Profession: 


Any Comments: 


Thank you for your help. I can add “any¬ 
thing” to the library but if it doesn’t interest 
you then I am wasting these efforts. 

































Macintosh 
software review 



Solar System 
construction kit 

by Rick Rova, Tacoma Astronomical Society member 


If you’ve ever wondered if you could have 
done a better job of creating the solar system, 
here’s your chance! GRAVITATION, Ltd. 4.0 
is a “shareware” program for the Apple 
Macintosh computer that is a “Solar system 
construction kit” according to the author, Jeff 
Rommereide. The program is a graphic, two- 
dimensional orbital simulation. Users can 
enter custom designed solar systems or run 
previously created ones. Systems can be 
viewed at three levels of zoom, recorded and 
played back at high speed, and edited via the 
Graphic Solar System Editor. 

The Graphic Editor is used to design or 
modify model solar systems. It allows you 
create and delete planets up to a maximum of 
10. You specify a mass in the arbitrary unit 
range of 1 to 900, and an initial position and 
velocity make up the remaining parameters 
required. Special properties for each object 
allow the enabling of tracing trails on the 
screen, so that the interactive effects of 
gravity can be seen over multiple orbits. 

These trails are dots left behind the object as it 
follows its path, and can be turned on/off or 
cleared by selection of menu options. In 
addition, a planet may be declared stationary, 
in which case it is unaffected by gravitational 
pull from the other planets. 


Two displays in the editor allow you to see 
what effects your changes will have. The first 
and larger one is the Planet Display, which is 
a reduced scale view of the screen as it will 
look when you leave the 
editor. The second is the 
Velocity Vector Display. 

This display lets you see 
the starting direction and 
speed of the currently 
selected planet. 


your VCR by allowing you to fast rewind, 
stop, play, or fast forward the current simula¬ 
tion. Advanced features include Anti-drift, 
which zeroes the total velocity of the model 


Planet Editor 


Planet 1 of 6 


File Editor Go Replay Display 


Rsteroid Belt 



Several setup files are 
included so that you can 
start right away to view 
the wobble of binary 
systems, collisions of 
asteroids, and the theft 
of moons by passing 
bodies, but I guarantee 
that you’ll soon want to 
create your own designs. 

Once your custom 
planetary system has 

been set up, select RUN from the GO menu, 
and sit back for a mesmerizing display of 
physics in action! Your first attempts will un¬ 
doubtedly result in collisions of planets and 
moons, falling into the sun, or some bodies 
being whipped out of the solar system. When 
two or more planets 
collide their mass 
and momentum will 
be added to form a 
single new planet. 

It is this unpredict¬ 
able behavior and 
endless variety that 
will keep you ex¬ 
perimenting for 
hours. 

Another fun feature 
is the Instant 
Replay. It mimics 



solar system. This will help keep the system 
from drifting off of the screen. Anti-drift has 
no effect if any planets are locked in place 
with the stationary attribute, the purpose of 
the feature being to avoid having to lock 
planets in place, while still having the 
simulation stay centered on the screen. 

The stunning graphics, and interesting 
interplay on the screen will all but make you 
forget that this is educational as well as fun. 
Where was this program when I was studying 
physics? For that matter, where was the 
Macintosh? 

Buy a Mac for your kids, and then kick them 
off to play with this gem. Shareware 
programs are distributed freely, with the 
understanding that if the user likes what she 
sees, a donation will be sent to the author. 
This one gets my support! 
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AppleWorks 



Mark’s mousetrap 

Notes from the NWAP Beagle Buddy 
by Kent Hayden 


Column name news 

Mark Munz has been after me to change the 
name of this column to “something catchy”, 
like he had for it when he wrote it, so I have 
complied. It was either “Mark’s Mousetrap” 
or “Kent’s Kilobyte”, and I rather like the 
name Mark had given it better than the latter. 
How about you? 

AppleWorks Patcher news 

Speaking of Mark Munz, Mark and I had a 
chance to play with the computer together 
again for a few hours this past Christmas time 
when he visited home from Southern 
California. Of course, we managed to discuss 
all sorts of things about the upcoming 
software releases of Beagle Bros, Mark’s new 
programs, you know, FUN stuff! Wouldn’t 
you know it, we found a problem with the 
AppleWorks Patcher which BBros had 
distributed free of charge! 

Now I’m not smart enough to have picked up 
on what the problem was, I only knew I had a 
problem printing out one of Mark’s files. 
Mark played with it for a while and figured 
out that one of the patches furnished to fix the 
bugs present in AppleWorks 3.0 was actually 
causing a new problem. 

Now, patches are supposed to CURE 
problems, not CAUSE them, so of course 
Mark went right to it and fixed the problem. 
The upshot is that there is a new release of the 
free AppleWorks Patcher disk available, 
version 1.4. Both Jim Wellman and I have 
this program available FREE, and it will be 
included on the Apple II disk of the month for 
February as well. Even if you previously 
acquired a copy of the Patcher, please take a 
new copy home and use it to patch your 
AppleWorks 3.0 so that all the bugs are fixed. 
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You do not have to purchase the disk of the 
month, just ask for a copy of the new Patcher 
vl.4. (Of course, you will miss all the other 
neat things available on the disk of the month 
if you don’t buy that too!) 

“How do I know if my AppleWorks 3.0 has 
been patched?” says the man... Well, when 
you boot AppleWorks 3.0 and get to the Main 
Menu, there is a “Help” screen available to 
you by pressing “Open-Apple-?” Scroll to the 
bottom of the help screen, and separating the 
instructions from the software credits, and 
also at the end of the credits, will be a line of 
symbols (tilde’s) if your program has 
NOT been patched. If the symbol separating 
the instructions from the credits is an inverse 
box symbol (or a row of “=” symbols on an 
unenhanced He), then your program has been 
patched with an early version of the Patcher. 
When version 1.2 is applied to AppleWorks 
3.0, the symbol is changed to inverse 
diamonds instead. If you have patched with 
version 1.4 of the Patcher program, the 
symbols will be inverse Solid-Apples. (For 
unenhanced He’s the symbol will be restored 
to tilde’s.) You should use version 1.4 if 
you have not used the Patcher previously, or if 
you have, do the patches over again with 
version 1.4. 


“How do I know 
if my AppleWorks 
3.0 has been 
patched?” 


You may apply the patches to your copy of 
AppleWorks as many times as you wish, it 
does no harm to do it over and over. However, 
if you also use UltraMacros or any other 
TimeOut applications, or have installed 
SuperPatches, you should start with a brand 
new, clean copy of AppleWorks 3.0 and patch 
that. Then install your additional software 
and patches after using the Patcher. This will 
ensure that no problems exist after the patches 
are applied. 

There is an on-line document file inc ded 
with Patcher vl.4 which can be read on-screen 
from within the program or printed out as an 
AppleWorks Word Processor File. There are 
complete instructions for the Patcher 
contained in that file, so please read them 
carefully. There is much more good informa¬ 
tion contained within that file than I am 
putting in this article. I think you will find it 
good reading as well. (I did note that there 
continue to be several plugs for other Mark 
Munz, BBros and Jem Software products 
contained in the documentation file also. Oh 
well, such is the lot of the person who accepts 
free software!) 

UltraMacros news 

If you really want to learn how to use 
UltraMacros well, and are having trouble 
figuring out the manual that comes with the 
program, then fret no more! Mark Munz has 
written an EXCELLENT book called ‘The 
UltraMacros Primer: How to Use TimeOut 
UltraMacros.” This book contains all the 
information which you need to become an 
expert on UltraMacros. It is available from 
the National AppleWorks User Group 
(NAUG) for the incredibly low price of 
$17.95 for members, $19.95 for non-members 
of NAUG, plus $2 shipping and handling. 
Write to 
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National AppleWorks Users Group 
Box 87453 
Canton, MI 48187 

“The UltraMacros Primer is an excellent 
introduction for macro novices and an 
invaluable aid to aspiring macro program¬ 
mers.” Thus saith Randy Brandt, the author 
of UltraMacros. 

This book will be the authoritative reference 
on the subject for all persons interested in the 
program. I recommend you purchase it if you 
are at all interested in learning and working 
with UltraMacros, even if you are quite 
knowledgeable of the subject already. 

The book begins with an introduction to 
UltraMacros which starts with how to install 
the program on your AppleWorks disk, then 
takes you through simple keyboard macros up 
through very complex macros. Some of the 
subjects covered include: 

Install UltraMacros 

Use the commands UltraMacros adds to 
AppleWorks 
Create keyboard macros 
Write compiled macros 
Develop macros that can “branch” 

Develop menus to prompt users for input 
Use recursive macros to execute repetitive 
tasks 

Develop macros that can read the screen 
Design task files that customize your 
AppleWorks modules 
Debug your compiled macros 
Include menus and labels in macros 

I would like to make UltraMacros a special 
subject for the AppleWorks SIG if there is 
sufficient interest. I am willing to conduct 
classes to teach interested persons how to use 
the program. If you are interested, please get 


in touch with me at one of the meetings or call 
me at home. I will get up the classes some 
time beginning this Spring, perhaps one night 
a week or in conjunction with the Apple- 
Works SIG meetings. The only prerequisites 
will be that you must have a version of 
AppleWorks compatible with UltraMacros, 
and that you own UltraMacros and the 
UltraMacros Primer as your reference text 
book. 

Spell Checker news 

Several people have commented to me that 
there is no longer a need for TimeOut 
QuickSpell now that there is a built-in spell 
checker inside AppleWorks 3.0. Not so! 
QuickSpell is still very usable, and in fact, I 
find the spell checking algorithm of Quick¬ 
Spell superior to that of the built-in spell 
checker. QuickSpell has capabilities well 
beyond those of the built-in spell checker, 
including ability to list the words misspelled 
without actually replacing them (very 
valuable to teach students how to use a 
dictionary to find correct spelling of mis¬ 
spelled words), and a word count utility. You 
can configure Quickspell to work with either 
it’s own dictionaries or with those furnished 
with AppleWorks, as you prefer. I think 
QuickSpell is faster than the AppleWorks 
spell checker, and I know QuickSpell will 


I would like to make 
UltraMacros a 
special subject for the 
AppleWorks SIG 
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give me suggestions for misspelled words in 
many instances where the built-in spell 
checker will not. 

QuickSpell will even give suggestions for 
words spelled phonetically. I know that the 
AppleWorks spell checker will also do this 
(sometimes), but the QuickSpell program does 
it better, gives more and quicker suggestions 
for correct spelling. In addition, I have 
written a macro that makes QuickSpell 
available to me with the press of two keys, no 
matter where in AppleWorks I am, so it is as 
convenient as the built-in spell checker. I 
would be glad to furnish this macro to anyone 
interested. 


SuperFonts problem 

A reported problem of a printer hanging up 
during printing of a document with Super- 
Fonts can be avoided. If you have an Apple 
Bgs, be SURE that the Printer Options on the 
Control Panel have been set so that the printer 
buffering is OFF! Failure to do this may 
cause you all sorts of problems with Apple- 
Works, but it will be most noticeable with 
SuperFonts. It may also cause you problems 
with Mail Merge as well. A word to the wise, 
turn your Printer Buffering OFF! 


Beagle Buddy news 

Both Jim Wellman and I have received a new 
release updating the TimeOut software. If 
you own UltraMacros or Telecomm, you 
should see one of us for a free update to 
version 3.1 of UltraMacros or version 1.1 of 
Telecomm. If you have experienced any 
trouble with installing any of the TimeOut 
modules from a 5.25" disk, see us for a new 
Installer System program. The Ins tall. System 
program is different for 5.25” disks and 3.5” 
disks, they are not interchangeable. If you 
have any “old” TimeOut programs which 
have not been updated, please bring your 
original disk to one of us for a free update to 
the AppleWorks 3.0 compatible version. 


And finally, I remind you that there are 
unbeatable deals available from Charlie’s 
AppleSeeds on almost any BBros or Jem 
Software product! If you fmd a lower price, 
let me know and I bet Charlie will equal or 
better it! DRAM chips have never been 
lower, so if you want a memory upgrade, see 
either Jim or myself for a quote. A two 
megabyte memory expansion card can be had 
for as little as $229, and a set of eight 256x1 
120 ns memory chips can be had for only $20! 
Hard drives by Chinook are available at _ 
excellent prices also! ' 















Apple llgs 
Hareware review 


ComputerEyes GS - 
Color Video Digitizer 

by Dave Goforth, NWAP member 


ComputerEyes GS is a add-on card that plugs 
into any slot (except zero) in the Apple Egs. 

If installed into slot 3 or 4 then the control 
panel is not changed to “your card”, this way 
it does not override the function of these slots. 
Slot 4 was where I installed it and the mouse 
continued to work just fine (unlike some other 
cards like CP/M installed into this slot which 
require that the control panel be changed to 
‘your card’ which disables mouse control). 

Once installed, there will be three RCA 
(stereo) connectors extending out the rear of 
the computer. These are fairly long which 
make it easy to connect a VCR or other video 
source without reaching behind the computer. 
The RCA jacks are labeled ‘V’ for video in 
which connects to the source of your graphics 
images to be digitized. The other two are 
labeled ‘C’ for computer and ‘M’ for monitor, 
these are to be used with a composite monitor 
(not the standard Egs RGB monitor) and 
allow for a special feature of the card. This 
feature allows viewing the graphic on the 
monitor before, during, and after digitizing. 
The RGB monitor cannot display the image 
until it has completed the digitizing process, 
so another composite monitor or TV must be 
used if you want to view the source (like a 
VCR tape) and pause the picture that you 
want digitized, then you must switch the 
cables from the monitor or TV to the 
ComputerEyes card. You can also get special 
cables that allow for connecting the VCR to 
both the card and a TV (or monitor) but this 
will cause the digitized picture to be consid¬ 
erably darker and a slight decrease of quality 
will be noticed since the signal is not as strong 
(because it will be split to two loads). 

The digitizing process takes 6 seconds and 
also has a provision for expanding this to 12 
seconds. I noticed no gain or decrease in 


quality between the two settings. The big 
difference in quality comes from digitizing in 
color and grey scale (B&W). Nearly all 
B&W graphics turned out exceptionally well, 
close-ups turn out the best, further or distant 
shots lost alot of quality and were usually 
undecipherable. Color graphics were nearly 
always undecipherable. Very few were good 
enough to tell what the original picture was 
and on many the colors were not even close to 
what the original picture displayed. Anima¬ 
tion also produces poor quality graphics even 
using the B&W digitizing process. The best 
graphics noted were those that were real life, 
close up shots, digitized in B&W. 

The graphics can then be viewed and saved 
under several formats (super hi-res 320 x 200 
or 640 x 200, double hi-res, standard hi-res, or 
print shop graphic). There are also special 
features for setting dithering on or off, 
changing capture speed (6-12 seconds), 
freezing the palette, and auto calibrate. These 
last two are exact opposites, auto calibrate 
will decipher the picture and assign colors 
accordingly while freezing the palette will use 
the palette from the last digitized image and 
will override the auto calibrate feature. Also 
color separation can be changed which will 
increase or reduce color scaling (shades). 


Nearly all B&W 
graphics turned 
out exceptionally 
well 


Number of colors/levels on the palette can be 
changed. If you want to do some editing later 
with a graphic program and want to ensure 
that not the entire 16 color palette is used for 
the picture, you can reduce the colors used to 
digitize the picture and the extra will be left 
for your use. You can also adjust the palette 
and change the default configuration if you 
like. High Contrast, Mirror (flip left to right), 
Invert (black and white), Scroll (left, 
right, up, down, not the same as scroll bars), 
and Shrink/Expand are some of the other 
features available. 

Final notes: The card is installed in just a few 
minutes, by plugging it into a slot (1-7), 
running the cables out the back, and setting 
the control panel (unless it is in slot 3 or 4). 
Documentation consists of a 65 page manual 
on how to install the card & operate the 
software. It operates under a standard 
desktop environment for very easy use with a 
mouse or keyboard commands. This card 
runs $199 and up; if the ComputerEyes lie 
(not color and $100 less) is usable on the Egs 
and digitizes B&W images as well, I’d 
recommend that over the color gs version 
which has extremely poor color quality. 

Overall ratings (1 worst, 10 best) 


Installation - 10 

Software - 9 

Ease of use - 9 

Quality B/W - 8 

Quality color - 3 


ComputerEyes is a product of: 
Digital Vision, Inc. 

270 Bridge Street 
Dedham, MA 02026 
(617) 329-5400 
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AIRGUN 

ADVENTURES 

“The Paintball Experience” 


MacorJim P.O. Box98450 

(206) 588-3881 Tacoma, WA 98498-0450 
















Mac 

Software review 


Canvas® 2.0 is a drawing program 
for professionals in business, design, 
graphics, and engineering. I under¬ 
stand some larger companies in this 
area are using it as the standard. As 
there are higher end products, what 
make this such a popular program? 
The ease of use and the price of this 
product makes it very attractive to all 
that have drawing and designing 
uses. It takes 60IK of harddisk space 
and one should have two meg. of 
RAM memory, but it is only neces¬ 
sary to have one meg. to run. 

To really get into what this program 
is all about I would like to take you 
back in to the days of MacPaint® and 
MacDraw®. Remember the excite¬ 
ment when you first saw these on the 
screen and were amazed at what they 
would do on a Mac? Well, for the 
Quickdraw® artist, or designer, Can¬ 
vas® walks away from these pro¬ 
grams leaving them in the dust. 
Canvas is a direct and natural descen¬ 
dant of MacDraw and MacPaint, but 
has added sophistication to these old 



Canvas® 2.0 

by Cindy Anderson 


capabilities. Canvas is full of extras 
features. Now with 2.0 it has incorpo¬ 
rated the Brazier curves for smooth 
connectable rounded comer, full 
support for EPSF, and Tiff with gray 
scale editing features. On top of all 
this it has the old features with the 
pop up menus such as fill and pen 
patterns, pen shapes, colors, and 
transfer modes. In addition objects 
can be changed to other object types. 
For arcs and rounded rectangles, two 
numbered windows in the lower right 
become active, allowing you to check 
or change ending and starting angles. 
Positive and negative slopes can be 
drawn by activating the line type in 


The maximum 
drawing size is 9 
feet x 9 feet 


another pop-up window ( you can 
draw seesaws if this is your wish.) 

One of the great advances is the 
drawing size. The maximum drawing 
size is 9 feet x 9 feet, and a “side 
board” surrounds the drawing area 
(like PageMaker®). Sound hard to 
use? You can zoom in and out to 
view the graphic as you need to. 

(2540 dpi “fatbits”) 

Yes, Canvas® will free rotate an 
object or even text by degrees. It will 
even skew and distort images if this 
is your pleasure. 

I could extensively cover the features 
of this program, but I think it more 
worth while for you to try Canvas® 
2.0. If you are a PostScript enthusiast 
this may not be your cup of tea, but 
for the person making the step up 
from MacPaint or MacDraw this is 
the direction to go and the people at 
Deneba® have put everything into 
making this a great product. 



Linotype L300 Imaging Center • Typesetting and Layout 
ditorial Services • Graphic Design • Illustration • Graphic Scanning 
Production Art • Disk Conversion • Apple Service Bureau 
Desktop Publishing Support 


Voice: (206)582-0785 

Fax: (206)584-2712 








Modem mania 

Continued From page 1 
another message appeared which asked for my 
account number. Again, I typed in the 
requested information, hit return and sat back. 
After a few seconds, during which I was sure 
that I could hear the computer considering 
ways to bomb my attempt, another message 
appeared identifying the board and related 
information, and welcoming me to the board! 
You will never know the elation I felt. Fol¬ 
lowing the instructions, I “wandered” around 
the board, looking at messages and discus¬ 
sions between board users, tried a game, and a 
few other things. Almost before I knew it 20 - 
30 minutes had passed, and I thought I had 
better quit. With courage building by the 
minute, I went to the newsletter, found the 
telephone numbers of some other boards and 
decided to try another. This one responded 
essentially the same as the first, except that 
after I had identified myself as a new user, it 
became apparent from the incoming message 
that I was actually in contact with a real 
person! He identified himself as a Sysop (that 


word again!) and by name, assigned me an 
account number, and welcomed me to the 
board. At this point my enthusiasm knew no 
bounds! 

In the days that followed, I found myself 
leaving messages for and receiving them from 
other group members, and participating in 
activities on the bulletin boards. With the 
help of the Sysop (they are such friendly 
people!) I even successfully tried download¬ 
ing a document from the board to my disk. 
This accomplishment and others really 
increased my interest in telecommunications. 
In short, I soon returned the loaner modem 
and acquired my own Supra Modem 2400! I 
have much yet to learn and I look forward to 
participating in our Telecommunications SIG. 
While using the bulletin boards, I have found 
that there are people out there waiting to help. 
Just watching them offering advice and 
answers to questions and problems posed is 
enough to make you realize how great the 
personal computing world of telecommunica¬ 
tions is! If you haven’t tried it, jump in and 
swim a few strokes. You’ll like it! 


David3. T{andazzo 


z: 


ooo 





□ 


5 =-=. sxs 

apollo 





=[ .—-I.JJa 

( 9 )®\ 




,I'kineti£s I 


networking 


From MACLUB, January, 1989 MIMS, 89 


Upcoming 

elections 

by Kent Hayden, 
Nominating Committee 
Chairperson 

Following is the slate of potential nominees 
for the 1990-91 NWAP Officers and Direc¬ 
tors: 


President: 

Vice President: 
Secretary: 
Treasurer: 
Member at Large: 
(one needed) 

Directors: 

(three needed) 


Bob Brown 
Doug Attig 
Opal Huston 
Jim Blankenship 
Jim McMullin 
Larry Seitz 

Cindy Anderson 
Kent Hayden 
Dennis Keeton 
Chuck Newton 


The general election of Officers and Directors 
will be held at the General Membership 
meeting in March, and the new slate of 
Officers and Directors will take effect imme¬ 
diately following the election. Please plan to 
attend and vote. 


Note that there are two persons willing to 
serve as Member at Large. This position is 
supposed to be filled by a person who 
represents the new computer user viewpoint. 
Jim, who works for the Pierce County Sheriff 
Dept Crime Stoppers, is also filling in as our 
Public Relations chairperson. Larry, on the 
other hand is active in a local association 
which represents home-bound students who 
are trying to get acquainted with and educated 
through the use of computers. Each has been a 
member of the NWAP for about a year. Both 
Jim and Larry are well qualified to serve in 
this capacity. 

Finally, there are again four persons presented 
for your consideration as non-officer 
Directors. Cindy Anderson has been serving 
as the Macintosh SIG leader in addition to 
serving as a Director. I have been serving as 
the AppleWorks SIG leader and Beagle 
Buddy for the NWAP in addition to being a 
Director. New candidates for the position of 
Director are Dennis Keeton, a long-time 
member who has been very active in club 
affairs, and Chuck Newton who is the current 
Member at Large. You will be asked to 
choose three of the candidates to serve as 
Directors during the next year. 

Nominations from the floor will be accepted 
for any elective position. The only thing we 
ask is that you be sure the person nominated is 
willing to serve in the capacity for which he/ 
she is nominated. 
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NEED A HELPING HAND? 



LAYOUTS 

COVERS 

DESIGNS 

MAGAZINES 


DESKTOP PUBLISHING 
THE SOLUTION 


IS 


NEWSLETTERS 

CATALOGS 

ADVERTISMENT 

BROCHURES 

MANUALS 

FLYERS 

BOOKS 

BULLETINS 

REPORTS 

AWARDS 

CETIFICATES 

FORMS 


INTRODUCTION TO DESKTOP PUBLISHING SEMINAR 


Join us for a brown bag lunch and we will 
introduce you to the latest techniques and software 
of desktop publishing. 

This workshop is designed for people who have minimal knowledge 
and would like to get up to date information about desktop publishing. 

Save time and money! With a Macintosh Desktop Publishing system, 
you can learn to create ads and brochures yourself. Let us assist you 
success and money saving. 



in your first step toward 


MACINTOSH DESKTOP PUBLISHING SEMINAR REGISTRATION FORM 


NAME 


Mail in this form to ensure a place in the workshop 
or 


PHONE _ 
ADDRESS: 



oan Adrian at 475-/000 for assistance 

UANTUM 

COMPUTERS, INC. 


fk 

u&nSOak 


_ 1 LAKEWOOD COLONIAL CENTER 

6205 MT. TACOMA DR. S.W. 

- I TACOMA, WA 98499 

| 582-3700 

This workshop will be held at our Lakewood Store. 


LINCOLN PLAZA 
2505 S. 38TH ST. 
(North of Tacoma Mall) 
475-7000 


Q 1989 Apple Computer Inc. Apple the Apple logo. Laser Writer and Macintosh are registered trademarks of Apple Computer, Inc. 
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February 11th 

Macintosh Sig will 
met at 5:00pm 


Lakewood Library 
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February 11th 7:00 p.m. General Meeting 

Telecommunications 

Apple II, IIGS, Macintosh SIGs 
Lakewood Library 


Feb. 17th 11 a.m. 
Apple Ilgs & Apple- 
Works SIGs 
1001 Princeton, in 
Fircrest 


March 11th 7:00 p.m. 
General Meeting 

Aldus & Bernoulli 
plus Elections 

Apple n, IIGS, Macintosh SIGs 
Lakewood Library 


28 
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Feb. 17 th 1 p.m. 
Education & 
Gaming SIGs 
1001 Princeton, in 
Fircrest 


April 8th 7:00 p.m. 
General Meeting 

Scanners 

Apple II, IIGS, Macintosh SIGs 
Lakewood Library 


Northwest Apple Pickers 

P. O. Box 98808 
Tacoma, WA 98498-0808 
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Time to Renew? 


Please check your expiration date on your mailing label. 











































